
 

 
 

 

 

   

  Dear Parents:   

I would like to wish you all a very happy 
new year, 2009!!  The month of December 
brought us the ice storm and now we are 
having our share of snow storms.  It is my 
hope that all of our Sandown families have 
recovered from the power outages and all 
that the ice storm brought to us.  Living in 
New England always brings surprises 
when it comes to the weather! 

Sandown Central recovered very well with 
little damage to our school.  The school 
has had it pockets of cold areas, but we 
have managed to keep the children warm 
throughout the school.  Please remember 
to send your children to school with a 
winter coat, hat, gloves, boots and 
snowpants!  

We were very honored to accept a new 
American flag that was flown over the 
United States Capitol building in 
Washington, DC.  Mrs. Gilman, one of our 
fourth grade teachers, presented this flag 
to us through her membership in the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR).  The flag was given to Sandown 
Central School by U.S. Senator Judd 
Gregg.  Nicholas Valenzi, Student Council 
president, and Jared Magoon, the Boy 
Scout whose idea it was to get a new flag 
for the school, held our new flag as the 

students recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The student body was led in singing the 
National Anthem by Mrs. Quigley, our 
music teacher. 

 

Be sure to make note of our up-coming 
events.  The Sandown Spelling Bee for 
fourth and fifth grades will be held on 
January 29 th, 1:00-2:00 in our gym. 

Our fourth grade students will be taking 
the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) on February 17 th, 2009. 

Please remember the up-coming 
Deliberative Session, February 5 th, 7:00pm 
at the Performing Arts Center (PAC). 

Parents, also make sure that your 
emergency contact numbers are up-to-date 
in case of  school emergencies. 

Again wishing you all a very happy new 
year!!   

Sincerely, 

Douglas E. Rolph                                  
Principal, Sandown Central School      

douglas.rolph@timberlane.net  
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Sandown Central made sure to watch the 
Inauguration of our 44th President, Barak Obama. This 
was our final lesson on the election process, one we 
started when our students were fourth graders and 
participated in the Primary. This past November we 
went on to hold a mock election that involved exit 
polls, as well as campaigning for candidates. Our 
students have impressed us with their civic-minded 
questions and well-informed comments on the 
process. Hopefully they will be life-long citizens who 
stay informed and involved in our Democracy. 
 

 
Mrs. Riley’s class with their campaign signs.  

 
As mathematicians, fifth graders are focusing their 
learning on fraction, decimals, and percents. When 
you can, please try to involve your child in working 
with each of these. Have them help you double a 
recipe, estimate how much your tank of gas will cost, 
or play one of the games from the unit. The Student 
Reference Book has all the directions and the Family 
Letter has many suggestions about which games to 
play.  
 
Our Chemistry Unit has involved working with the 
Periodic Table. Students have been learning about 
atoms, protons, neutrons, electrons, molecules, and 
more. Experiments that will be done in the classroom 
to show evidence of chemical reactions will include 
the copper plating of nails, as well as testing if coating 
steel wool with oil will reduce the rusting of the metal.   
 
Fifth graders traditionally study the early English 
Colonies in North America and we are again! The 
activities and learning each classroom will be 

participating in will help build the prior knowledge as 
we go on this spring to study the Revolutionary War.  
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December was an eventful month with eleven fun 
filled days of school.  Kids celebrated the holidays 
with class parties and gingerbread creations.  Thank 
you to all of the wonderful volunteers who helped 
make our parties a success!  Due to all of the missed 
school from our Ice Storm of 2008 and the Holiday 
Break, fourth grade is all about wrapping up our units 
which were started in November.  Now, in January, 
classes finished our Food Chain Unit and are starting 
our unit on Inventions.  In Social Studies, we are 
continuing our study of New Hampshire History and 
People.  Everyday Math Units  
now cover Decimals and their  
Uses.  Please continue to practice basic math facts 
focusing on multiplication facts  
for speed and accuracy.  In  
reading, classrooms are continuing to work on reading 
strategies.  In writing, we are using the process of 
writing as well as integrating the Six Traits of 
Writing.    
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The Student Council representatives and alternates 
will be visiting members of the Fox Den Retirement 
Community on Thursday, February 19th. This is our 
annual visit and the students put a lot of thought and 
work into developing a program to present to the 
residents. Some of the students will be playing their 
instruments, others may sing or perform a skit. The 
residents enjoy speaking to the students and seeing 
new, young faces. They enjoy sharing moments of 
their childhood with them as well as listening to the 
students talk about their interests and lives. We are 
making cards and snowflakes for the residents and  
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are very excited about our visit in the next couple of 
weeks. It has traditionally been a memorable 
experience and wonderful example of community 
service work for the students.  
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The publisher of Everyday Mathematics, Wright 
Group, has a new webpage full of information for 
parents called the Everyday Mathematics Parent 
Connection: 
https://www.wrightgroup.com/parent_connection/i
ndex.html . 
 
There are eight links on the page: About EM, Tips and 
Activities, Success Stories, Wright Group/McGraw-
Hill, University of Chicago School Mathematics Project 
(UCSMP), NCTM (National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics), Everyday Mathematics Success, and 
Contact Us. 
 
In the interest of going green, we are offering parents 
the Family Letters online. At the website for your 
child’s grade, you can view and print out the letters for 
each unit. If you prefer to receive a hardcopy, please 
let your child’s teacher know.   
 
Here are the links for each grade: 
Kindergarten    
https://www.wrightgroup.com/support_info.html?s
id=256  
First grade  
https://www.wrightgroup.com/support_info.html?s
id=258 
Second grade  
https://www.wrightgroup.com/support_info.html?s
id=260  
Third grade  
https://www.wrightgroup.com/support_info.html?s
id=262 
Fourth grade  
https://www.wrightgroup.com/support_info.html?s
id=264 
Fifth grade  
https://www.wrightgroup.com/support_info.html?s
id=266 
�
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Attached at the end of this newsletter is some 
information about Word Games for Families and 
Children to Play.  I hope you can find some fun 
reading activities for you and your children to enjoy! 
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School Bus News 
 
First Student Transportation has moved to a new 
facility at 2 Danville Rd, Plaistow, NH.  However, 
they were unable to retain their phone numbers 
so please note this new information: 
 
Phone #:  603-382-2303 
Fax #:       603-382-2505 
 

Their old phone numbers will be active for the 
next 90 days, but please make note of the new 
numbers and start using them now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The students of Sandown Central would like to thank 
the Sandown community for helping with our paper 
recycling effort. 

Please remember to keep dropping off your 
household paper (fax, copy, construction and craft 
paper, wrapping, newspapers, magazines, catalogues 
etc.) in the yellow and green “Paper Retriever” 
dumpster in front of the main entrance.  

Students from each classroom take turns emptying 
our classroom recycle bins into the dumpster each 
week.  We feel great to know we are reducing our 
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impact on the environment, turning waste into useable 
paper and earning money for Sandown Central!!!! 

Keep the paper coming! Thanks! 


� ����"#�$"!���#)#$��������"�����

�

��������	��
������
��
�	����������	��
������
��
�	����������	��
������
��
�	����������	��
������
��
�	��� ���
����������	��
���������
������
����������
����
�������
�������������	��
��������������
�����������������
����������������������
������������������������������ �

���������
������������������
�����������
������������������������
�����������
���� ��
�
��������������������
������
����������������!������
���
������
����������
���������
������������
����
������
������
�����
�����
��������������������������������"��
����������
����������������
���
���
����
�����������
�
��������������������������������������������

!�����	��������������������������������
���
�����
���
�
����#
�������������������
���
���
����������
����������������
�������������������������������������
��������������
������

$��������������������	��
��������������������%����
��������������
����
������������&
��
����
�������
�����������
����������������'()�����������	��
����
��������
����

*������������������
������������
������������������
��������������������������
������+�!�����������
����
��������������������������,�����
����������
�������
�������������������������
������
�����

$������������������������
����������	����������������
������
����-�������������������������
�������.�����
��������������������
���
�������������
���
����
����

�����
���$���������
����������������������
������
�������
����������
����
���

������
���
���
�������
��������
������������	������������������
�����������������������������������������
�����
���������������	�����������������������
���������

��������������������������
���
��
�����������������

�����	���������
���������������������������������

������������
�������������������/�������������������
������������������
�
������	���������������������
-������������������������
��
������������������
��������!������������
���
��� ��
��
����������������
��������������������������������������������
��������
�������������
��������

!���������������������������������������������������
�����
����
�����������������
��������������������
���������������
������!���������������������������
�����0�!��������	������
���������
�������������������
$������
������������������������������
������������
��������
��
�����
���������
����

-����������
�������
��������������������������������
��
����
��
���������
��
��
�����������������!��
����������
����������������������������
�����������
���

������
����
��
�����������������	��
���������
����
�������������������������
�������������

!�����
�����
��������������
������
���������
�����

����������������������1������
�������
�����#
��������
��������������
��������������
�����������
�����
�����������
���������������������
�����!��
���������
������
���
��
����
������
��������������
������!������
������
���
���������
������������������������������
�����������������������������
��������������������
���
�������������������������������������
����

��� ��(����	�����"+����#�� �

  

�

2/4 PTA Mtg. 6:00, General Mtg. 7:00 @ 
Sandown North 

2/5 Deliberative Session, 7:00 pm @PAC 
 
2/10      Early Release Day, 1:10pm 
 
2/17      NAEP Testing for 4 th grade 
 
2/23-27  Winter Break, NO SCHOOL 
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MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS! 
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