Dear Parents:

We've had another very busy month
with many exciting activities. We held
our annual spelling bee with many
wonderful participants. | would like to
congratulate all of our students who
participated on a “job well done”. ABIG
congratulations to Katelynn Adie from
Ms. Gerry's 5 ™ grade class for winning
the spelling bee!! We wish Katelynn the
best of luck in March at the state
Spelling Bee.

We enjoyed a visit this month from Mr.
Condon, who is a mechanical design
engineer at DEKA Research. This
company is owned by Dean Kamen, who
invented the Segway and the iBOT
Mobility Wheelchair. Mr. Condon
shared his knowledge about inventing
and problem solving. He also brought
with him a Segway and the Mobility
Wheelchair to demonstrate the
inventions. Mr. Condon explained that
through the studies of math and science
and a person’s ability to be innovative,
inventions can be created!! Mr.

Condon’s presentation was a wonderful
segue for our up and coming Invention

Convention On March 3 ™. Thank you
Mr. Condon!

As we move into March we will be
participating in our school-wide Africa
Day. Mrs. Wood, our enrichment
teacher, has coordinated many
wonderful activities along with our
teachers to support our African Unit.

A quick reminder that many children
have been coming to school wearing
pajama bottoms. Please make note that
this is not appropriate schoolwear.
Thank you for your support on this

issue.

Please note also that the office has been
receiving notes with bus changes that
are being written by students. Itis
school policy, for the safety of the
children, that all notes be written by the
parents. Our concern is always for the
safety of our students. Thank you for
your cooperation.

As we move into February vacation
week, | would like to encourage both
parents and children to get outside and
enjoy the last days of winter.

Have a wonderful week!
Sincerely,

Douglas E. Rolph
Principal, Sandown Central School
drolph@sandownschool.com
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The fifth grade is working on Unit 6 of Everyday
Mathematics. This unit introduces and reviews
ways of interpreting and expressing information
found in data sets. This unit also expands on
fraction material covered in Unit 5.

In social studies, we continue to explore
aspects of early American colonial life,
focusing on lifestyles in the northern,
middle and southern colonies.

Classes are studying chemistry, our new
unit in science. This unit will introduce
properties of matter; atoms, molecules and
compounds; chemical reactions, and the
periodic table.

As always, students have been busy reading
various types of literature, developing reading
strategies, and producing many wonderful pieces
of writing.

Our fifth graders are ready for a well-earned
vacation. Enjoy a safe and fun winter break!
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Between all the sickness and delays this month,
fourth grade has been very busy. We have been
working on inventions and preparing for our
Invention Convention Monday, March 3", Students
had a choice of making a poster or 3D model as
part of their final project.

Classes are completing Unit 6 in Math where they
learned the division algorithm called partial
quotients. This is an introduction to long division as
we used to call it. Most students had success with
this method for doing division. It is still important

to continue practicing the Fact Families
(multiplication and division facts), as this is one

of our fourth grade standards.
We also learned about
different kinds of angles

and how to measure them
with protractors.

In Science, most classes have begun the next unit
on Erosion. In Social Studies, students are
learning about famous New Hampshire people and
their contributions to our state’s history. In March
we will begin our next unit in Social Studies. We
will be studying about Africa and have a school—
wide Africa Enrichment Day on March 24™.

We are looking forward to meeting with parents
after vacation and discussing your child’s progress.
Report Cards will not be given out at these
Parent/Teacher conferences, but will go home in
the Express the week of March 17-21.

Keep healthy and stay warm!
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All-State Stringfest coming soon!

Advanced 4th and 5th gradestring students are
busily learning their music for the all-state
Stringfest in Goffstown on Saturday, March 29th.
Two hundred elementary and middle school string
students from across the state rehearse all day in
four orchestras, and then perform a 3:00 pm
concert for family and friends.

Congratulations to fifth graders Catherine Demers,
Lauren Hastings, Brooke Lucier, Megan McDonald,
Holly Salois, and Conor West Geary; and fourth
graders Maria Collie, Allison Collins, Viadimir
Dougherty, Arianna Olkovikas, and Kortni
Polizzotti. Keep up the good work!
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THE LIBRARY CORNER...

Dear Parents,

We were all so disappointed that we needed to
cancel Jeff Kinney’s visit on February 5" lamin
contact with his manager, and we are hoping to be
able to reschedule him within the next few weeks.
Those of you who had pre-ordered books for your
children have already received the signed books.
He will also sign any books you may have at home,
or may purchase between now and his visit. | will
not be placing another book order, though |
understand that Sam’s club has the hard cover
copies for $9.77.

March 3" is Read Across America Day! Check out
some fun activities you can do with your child at
http://www.nea.org/readacross/index.html.
Remember:

“You're never too old, too wacky, too wild,

to pick up a book to read with a child.

You're never too busy, too cool, or too hot,

to pick up a book and share what you've got.

So, come join us March 3" your own special way,
and make this America’s Read to Kids Day!”

Finally, our spring book fair has been scheduled in
conjunction with the PTA pancake breakfast.
Sandown Central students will have the
opportunity to come to the fair, with their classes,
on either March 12" or 14™. We hope to see
families and siblings on Saturday, March 15"
Stay tuned for more information as the fair gets
closer.

Sandown PTA

On Wednesday, March 5™ at 6:00 p.m., the
Sandown PTA will be sponsoring a fun night of
family music with Mike Morris. Mike is an amazing
guitar player and interacts with the audience in a

way that keeps them hopping. He often takes
word suggestions from the audience, which he
then turns into a song. This night is not to be
missed! Refreshments will be served and your
PTA will be available for any questions you might
have. Come on out, we promise a good time will
be had by all! P.S... this event is being held at
Sandown North school.

Also, in March, the PTA is proud to announce that
we will be sponsoring the 18"™ annual pancake
breakfast. The breakfast will be at Sandown
Central on Saturday, March 15", and will run from
8 — 11 a.m. The Easter Bunny will be on hand for
photos and the CHIP (child identification) program
will be available. The Scholastic book fair will also
be set up in the library for your browsing pleasure.
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2/25-2/29 Winter Vacation— NO SCHOOL

3/3 Invention Celebration

3/4 Early Release, 1:00pm after lunch

3/5 PTA: Music with Mike Morris

3/11 No School, Professional Day

3/12 Book Fair

3/14 Book Fair

3/15 PTA Pancake Breakfast & Book Fair
8:00-11:00am — Sandown Central

3/24 Africa Enrichment Day

District Chorus Concert, 7:00pm PAC

3/29 All-State Music Festival



