
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parents:  

A very warm welcome to all!  The Sandown 
Central School faculty and staff welcome all 
of the children and the community to 
another school year. 

We want to extend a warm welcome to our 
new faculty and staff: 

Allison Rice  Art 
Megan Rousseau Health/Technology 
Pat Passanisi  Read Aloud 
Kim White  Physical Therapist 
Patti Sheridan Para Educator 
Tracy Robbins Kitchen Assistant 
William Sargent Custodian 
 
The faculty and staff have been very busy 
preparing many lessons for the children, and 
connecting with all of the students.  It was 
wonderful seeing so many new faces at our 
Open House and also seeing our returning 
parents.  

We want to continue to encourage teamwork 
among students, parents, and the school.  We 
urge you to share in the excitement of 
learning at Sandown Central School.  We 
have a strong volunteer program and we 
encourage you to become a part of our 
school in anyway you can! 

Our doors are always open to you to keep us 
informed of any unusual situations or 
circumstances.  By working together, we can 
begin another successful school year of 
growth and learning. 

Each year we practice many safety drills, 
including fire drills, evacuation drills and 
other safety drills.  The Crisis Team meets 
regularly to discuss, review, and inform our 
staff and the school district of these drills.  
We are very fortunate to also collaborate 
with the Sandown Fire and Police 
Departments in the development and 
planning of these safety practices.  We will 
be sending home more information on these 
safety activities. 

We have just recently activated our secure 
door system in the main entrance to our 
school.  Please note:  when you enter the 
main entrance you will have to check in at 
the check-in window.  We will then open the 
secured doors if you need to come into the 
office.  We will be developing more 
procedures as we move forward with this 
new secured area, and will inform you as we 
put the steps in place.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

We are proud to report that Sandown 
Central students made Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) for the school year 2006-
2007.  Through the hard work of the 
students and staff, as well as your support, 
we are making continuous improvements! 

Reminder: your children will be 
participating in the New England Common 
Assessment Program (NECAP) in October.  
A letter was sent home to inform you in more 
detail of the NECAPs.  If you have questions, 
please give us a call.   

Grade 4 Testing Window – Oct. 2nd-10th 
Grade 5 Testing Window – Oct. 11th-22nd  
 

Parents, please take the time to talk with 
your children about their successes and 
challenges at school. 
Best wishes for a wonderful school year! 
Sincerely, 

Douglas E. Rolph 
Principal, Sandown Central School 
drolph@sandownschool.com
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We have finished unit one, and we are 
beginning the second unit in Everyday 
Mathematics.  The first unit dealt with 
multiplication, factors, squares, square roots, 
place value, exponents, prime and composite 
numbers.  This was a lot of material to grasp, 
but the students seemed to have done very well 
overall for our first unit. 
  
Memorization of multiplication facts one 
through twelve is required and is very 
important to the success of your child in math. 
We will be working on our facts throughout 
the year, and hope that you can work with your 
son or daughter also.  A very easy way to pra-
ctice at home is to play “war” using a deck of  

cards.  Each time the two cards are 
flipped over, the first person to 
say the answer (product) by 
multiplying the two cards 
times each other, gets the 

cards.  Parents can count 3-4 
seconds and keep the cards if your child has 
not said the correct answer. 
     
All classes have started their study of ancient 
Americas and or early explorers in history.  
We are looking forward to our first field trip to 
Plimoth Plantation, October 30, 2007.  More 
information will be coming home with your 
child. 
 

Science classes are focusing on Earth 
Movements. Activities include using an egg as 
a model of Earth’s layers, as well as watching 
convection currents occur in gases and liquids.  
   
Classes recently held discussions around our 
Constitution and Preamble.  
  
This year we are not able to have any bake 
sales to raise extra money to reduce the 
expenses of our field trips.  We are thinking 
about having a used book sale.  If you can 
think of any ‘simple’ ways to raise a few 
dollars, we would appreciate any suggestions. 
  
And…, it is NECAP testing time again.  We 
will begin testing October 11, and we will 
continue for eight (8) days.  Each day we will 
only be testing for part of the morning.  Please 
help your child by making sure they get plenty 
of sleep, exercise, and overall, not to get 
nervous and panic about the tests. 
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Fourth graders are off to a great start!  
Children have been adjusting well to a new 
building, new staff, and new academic and 
behavior expectations.  Compliments to our 
fourth grade families for sending their children 
to school ready to learn.  It was wonderful to 
meet and share the fourth grade curriculum 
and expectations with parents at the Parent 
Open House last week. 

Classes have been preparing for the 
upcoming NECAP testing that will begin next 
Tuesday, October 2nd.  They will test for 1½ 
hours for six days.  Please be sure that your 
child comes to school having had breakfast or 
a plan to eat at school, and are well rested 
each day.  It is also important that your child 
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come to school on time, as once testing has 
started, children will not be allowed to enter 
the classroom until the testing period is over.  
Then your child will have to make up, at a 
later time, the parts of the test that were 
missed.   

Students have completed the Geometry unit in 
Everyday Math.  To reinforce addition and 
subtraction facts they have played games, 
used triangles, and completed practice       

sheets. All fourth graders 
should be able to quickly recall 
any single-digit addition and 
subtraction problem.   

In science, fourth graders have 
conducted experiments involving rocks and 
minerals.  These experiments have helped 
them determine the properties of the different 
rocks and minerals. 

The fourth grade classes have begun their 
first social studies unit which focuses on New 
Hampshire, including its government, 
geography, and history. The four fourth grade 
classes celebrated Constitution Day by 
completing a Constitution quilt for the hallway 
bulletin board.  
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Artist in Residence Update  
  

This year we are looking forward to working 
with a NH artist and MacDowell Colony fellow, 
Tim Gaudreau.  Tim Gaudreau is a portrait 
photographer and installation artist.  This Fall 
he will be involving our students at Sandown 

North and Sandown Central in a photography 
project.  Students will work with Tim to 
compose and shoot self-portraits using digital 
cameras.  Tim will use these student-
generated portraits to create video and photo 
montages. 
 
We are hoping to work with 5 volunteers in 
each class to maximize the benefits of this 
program for our students.  If you would like to 
volunteer for an hour (or more), between 
October 15th and 26th, please let our volunteer 
coordinators know.  For Sandown North 
please contact Lorraine Beucler at 887-6926 
or bbeucler@comcast.net.  For Sandown 
Central please leave a message for Sally 
Morris at 887-3648 x 306 or 887-0744.   
�
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Student Council 
 
Student Council is a form of government at 
Sandown Central School that allows students to 
have a voice in their school.  The opportunity to be 
a Student Council member is open to every fourth 
and fifth grade student.  Mrs. LaRose (School 
counselor) and Ms. Gerry (fifth grade teacher) are 
the advisors.  Every fourth and fifth grade 
classroom has a representative and an alternate. 
 
Students who are interested in becoming a 
representative are required to write a speech.  
Speeches are written at school during lunch and 
recess.  Support and guidance are given by the 
advisors to help students develop their speech.  
Once their speech is completed and typed, students 
will have the opportunity to practice before 
presenting their speech in their respective 
classrooms in front of Mrs. LaRose and Ms. Gerry. 
As of Sept. 25th (Tues), students who are interested 
in running for Student Council will be scheduled to 
meet with Mrs. Larose and Ms. Gerry by 
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classroom.  The speech writing preparation will 
continue until October 11th. 
 
Students will present their speech in their 
respective classrooms from October 12th – 17th.  
Classroom teachers will have the flexibility of 
using several dates, or one day, whatever their 
preference is to have all speeches presented. 
 
On October 18th, students will vote for the 
candidate they feel would be a good representative 
for their classroom.  Votes are tallied and the 
winner are announced. 
 
As a representative of the Student Council, one has 
the option of running for the office of Vice-
President (only a fourth grader is eligible since the 
Vice-President automatically becomes the 
President as a fifth grader), Secretary or Treasurer.  
This process will take place between October 19th 
– 26th.  Voting will take place for above offices on 
October 29th. 
 
More details will follow in the next newsletter. 
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Grade 4 and Grade 5 classes are off to a great start.  
Grade 5 is learning about the notes on the staff. 
Ask your fifth grader to tell you a sentence that 
helps to remember the names of the lines and 
spaces. They also learned a little history about the 
song “Yankee Doodle”. 
  
Grade 4 students have been practicing “musical 
conversations” improvising on classroom 
instruments. They learned some very interesting 
facts about the famous composer W.A. Mozart. 
I’m sure they’d love to tell you about him. 
  

CHORUS NEWS- I am happy to report that we 
have 56 people in chorus which started this week. 
We are preparing for our Winter Concert with 
Band and Strings. Parents, were you ever in chorus 
or band? Do your children know? Why not share 
your experiences with your child.  They would 
love to hear about it. 
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Welcome to Sandown Central Band!  
 

Mrs. Lincoln would like to welcome all of the 
beginning & advanced band members.  
Here are some things to remember:  
 

*  All lessons will be on Thursdays.  Automatically 
bring your instrument every Thursday! 

 

*  Practice expectations are 15 mins. minimum, 4 
times a week or more. Parents please sign the 
practice journal on the inside cover of the band 
book.  
 

*  Weekly assignments are written on the inside 
cover of band students’ books.  
  
With testing coming up, we will still try to squeeze 
our band lessons in so please send your child with 
their instrument every Thursday.  
 
Thanks for your help and listen for B-E-A-U-T-I-
F-U-L music! 
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THE LIBRARY CORNER …�    
 

I want to begin by thanking all of the 
individuals who made Sandown Central’s 
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book fair a success!  A special thank you to all 
of our volunteers including Lorraine Beucler, 
Sally Morris, Darice Collie, Terese Young, 
Michelle Bergman, MaryLynn Slyne, Darlene 
Collins, and Cathy Schoppe.  (Hope I didn’t 
miss anyone!!)  Events like this would not be 
possible without the support of volunteers and 
I truly appreciate all of your efforts. 
 
Orientations have been completed in the 
library and we are ready to move on to the 
newly introduced library curriculum.  
Collaboration will be occurring between the 
classroom teachers and the media center to 
determine the needs of each individual 
classroom.  I am looking forward to many new 
ventures with your children and will keep you 
posted on our progress as it unfolds. 
 
Happy Reading! 
�
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The PTA would like to thank all of the 
individuals who helped make the recent ice 
cream social a huge success!  We had dozens 
of Sandown families come and enjoy ice 
cream with us.   
 
Our next event will be a general meeting on 
October 3rd at Sandown North.  The topic will 
be supporting literacy at home.  Adults will 
enjoy a presentation by reading specialists 
Maureen Platt and Mary Youngblood, while 
children will have a story hour and snack in 
the library.  Executive meeting starts at 6:00 
and the literacy event begins at 6:30pm.  Hope 
to see you there! 
 

Membership to the Sandown PTA is only 
$4.00!  If you are not a member yet, and would 
like to be, you can contact Shelly Livingston 
887-5506 or scrapbook74@comcast.net. 
 
Sandown PTA…Helping Our Children Grow! 
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10/2-10      NECAP Testing, 4 th grade 

10/3 PTA Exec. Meeting, Sandown North –  
6:00pm 

10/8 Columbus Day – NO SCHOOL 

10/11-22 NECAP Testing begins – 5 th grade 

10/12 Ski club sign-up – 6:00pm 

10/17 Early Release day – 1:00pm after lunch 

10/15-26 Artist in Residence – Tim Gaudreau 

10/22-23 Dental Hygienist visit 

10/26 Picture Make-up Day a.m. 

10/29 Voting for Student Council Officers 

10/30      5th Grade Field Trip- Plimoth Plantation
  

 For upcoming events at your PAC: 

http://www.timberlanepac.org/events.html  
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