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Dear Parents:  
 

 The month of December is now 

upon us and the holiday season 

is here! We are very excited about 

the PTA holiday auc-

tion!!  Zorvinoõs has graciously 

agreed to open its doors for the 

Sandown PTA to hold the auction. 

The PTA worked very diligently to 

put all the pieces together for this 
wonderful event!!  THANK YOU to 

all those who worked behind the 

scenes and to Tricia Harnois and 

Erica Olsen for coordinating the 

auction for our Sandown Schools! 

This event funds the many pro-

grams to support our schools!!  
 

The children have been very 
busy with our new reading pro-

gram and with all the curricu-

lum.  We recently held an all day 

Enrichment Day in November 

with many presenters and activi-

ties for the students. The stu-

dents learned about the oceans 

and we had many exhibits and 
presentations that all our stu-

dents attended! We even had a 

LIFE SIZE WHALE in our 

GYM!!   A big THANK YOU to Mr. 

Ciarla for coordinating this won-

derful learning opportu-

nity!!  
 

We have continued to 

support our community 

by contributing to the local food 

pantry . During this holiday sea-

son we will give to those less for-

tunate.  

We will be holding our annual 

Holiday Gift Shop on December 

14 th  and 15 th  . Please mark your 

calendars!  Mrs. Beucler and 

Mrs. Morris will be coordinating 

the gift shop. Without our won-

derful PTA and wonderful volun-

teers we would be unable to have 

these activities for the   chil-

dren.   Thank you!  

With the Holiday vacation break 

approaching,  I encourage you to 

take some special time together 

and enjoy the spirit of the season!  
 

As we are moving into the colder 

months, I would like to remind 

parents to dress your children ap-

propriately for the winter weather 

ahead. The children are going out-

side for recess and other activities 

and need to come to school pre-
pared with appropriate winter 

wear. ( winter coats, snow pants, 

hats, gloves, mittens, and boots). 

Your cooperation in this regard is 

most appreciated!!  
 

I want to wish everyone a very 

happy and safe holiday season 

and a happy new year!!  

 

To succeed, you must first be-
lieve that you can.  

In order for you to succeed, you 
have to believe in yourself and 
in your abilities. Hereôs a little 
story to show how important this 
is.  

Two students are getting ready 
to race against each other. They 
are the same size and they run 
about the same speed. Every-
one thinks that it will be an excit-
ing race.  

The first student runs to the 
starting line. He looks confident. 
The people nearby hear him 
say, ñIôm ready. I can win this.ò 

The second student appears. 
He slowly walks to the starting 
line. His head is down. He 
mumbles to himself, ñI know Iôm 
going to lose.òTwo students-
same size-same abilities. Even 
before the race starts, everyone 
knows who is going to win.  

Whether youôre a runner prepar-

ing for a race or a student 
trying to understand a difficult 
subject, itôs important that you 
believe in yourself. You 
need to recognize the 
talents and abilities that 
you have.  

You must know, and be-
lieve, that you can suc-
ceed! 

Source: 10 Steps to 
Great Grades by Linda 
OôBrien 

Believe in Yourself 

From the Principalõs Desk 



From the Art Room  

Central School is a new member of 

Artsonia.com (www.artsonia.com), 

the largest online student art mu-
seum .  Artsonia showcases artwork 

from thousands of schools around 

the world. Artsoniaõs goals are to 

help develop studentsõ pride and 

self-esteem, increase their multicul-

tural understanding through art 

and involve parents and relatives in 

student education and accomplish-

ments.  Mrs. Lenihan has been 

busy uploading students artwork 

onto the website, already there are 

450 pieces of artwork online to view!  

You can access our schools artwork 

by clicking the link Artsonia on 

Sandown Centrals home page.  
Friends and family can leave posi-

tive comments about your childõs 

artwork in their guest book and you 

can also join your childõs fan club!  

By checking out this website you 

can see what students have been 

creating in Art, youõll be amazed at 

the creativity and talent we have 

here at Sandown Central.  
 

November is a short month and a 

great month to work with clay.   The 

students have been busy experi-

menting and sculpting objects out 

of clay.  Students always enjoy us-

ing clay, getting messy and sculpt-

ing a 3 -dimensional object is always 

exciting!  Fourth grade students 

created a clay leaf bowl by creating 

a slab of clay and printing a real 

leaf into the clay.  The fifth grade 

students looked at sculptures from 

the Renaissance Art time period and 
created their own human form 

sculpture.  Fourth and fifth grade 

students also had time to create 

something of their choice out of 

clay.  Iõve seen some wonderful 

pinch pots, coil pots, animal sculp-

tures, peace signs, food, etc being 

created.  Watching the students 

working in clay and creating a 3 -

dimensional piece of art is inspiring 
to see their right brains hard  at 

work!  

 

Have a wonderful Holiday Season!  

Mrs. Lenihan  

Art Teacher  

your child can transport the CD 

safely in their backpack, let me 

know or if you would rather pick it 
up yourself, Iõll leave it for you in 

the office.  

 The Sandown Central 

Beginning and Advanced 

Bands will be playing our 
first concert of the school 

year on Wed. evening 

January 11 at 7:00 pm at the Tim-

berlane Performing Arts 

Center.  Believe it or not, 

that only leaves us with 4 

more lessons to prepare for 

the concert. YIKES! 

 If you were un-

able to attend the 

SMARTMUSIC 

meeting on Mon-

day Nov. 23, I have saved a 

CD and microphone & in-

stallation instructions for 

your child. Please send me 

a note indicating how you 
would like me to get the CD 

to you.  If you feel sure that 

See you in January, Mrs. Lincoln   

Deborah.Lincoln@timberlane.net  

 

Mark Your Band Calendars! 
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students arrive at 6:15 pm 

to tune!   Dress is nice 
school clothes (no jeans, 

please).   We look forward to 

sharing our music with you 

on January 13 th ! 

Sandown Strings, grades 3 -5, are 

busily learning their songs for the 
Annual Sandown Winter Concert 

on Wednesday, January 13 th , at 7 

pm at the PAC.   They will be per-

forming that night along with the 

Sandown Chorus and gr.4 -5 
Band.   Please encourage your 

child to practice his music at least 

four or five days a week!   Strings 

skills.  

In Everyday Mathematics, we are 

beginning Unit 5.  This unit focuses 

on fractions, decimals and percents.  

Students will be introduced, or rein-

troduced, to skills such as equiva-
lent fractions and the relationships 

between decimals, fractions and 

percents.  

On November 24 th , we participated 

in an exciting Enrichment Day that 

focused on ocean activities.  People 

from the New England Aquarium 

were on hand to share a wealth of 

information about whales.  Ask your 

child about the giant whale that 

invaded our gym!  Also docents from 

UNH shared their knowledge about 

salt marshes, lobsters, horseshoes 

crabs and so much more!  Thank 
you to Mr. Ciarla for organizing this 

wonderful event!  

Finally, as the cold weather ap-
proaches, be sure that your child 

has appropriate clothing to wear at 

recess.  Also, classroom tempera-

tures may fluctuate.  We suggest 

that your child dress in layers so 

that jackets are not being worn if 

your child gets chilly in class.  

Best wishes to all of our Sandown 

families for a happy and healthy 

holiday season!  

The Fifth Grade Team  

 

Fifth grade has begun Unit Two in 

Reading Street.  The theme of the 

unit is òWhat makes people want to 

do the right thing?ó  In response to 
this theme, fifth graders are bring-

ing in non -perishable food items 

that we will be donating to the San-

down Food Pantry.  Please help 

your child to remember to bring in 

items for this food drive!  Also, re-

member to check your childõs Ex-

press for the weekly family letter 

that comes home. This letter in-

forms you of the skills, strategies, 

and spelling words that your child 

will be practicing throughout the 

week.  This letter also contains 

many great suggestions that you 
can use at home to reinforce these 

November has been a full month of 

learning.  In Reading our unit 2 
theme is The Value of Work and 

Play.  Students read two main se-

lections so far: What Jo Did and 

Coyote School News to practice 

comprehension strategies.  Please 

remember to keep the Family Times 

Newsletter handy to practice impor-

tant skills and vocabulary words 

with your child.  

In Science we participated in the 

whole school enrichment day all 

about Oceans.  The students did a 

wonderful job being active learners 

and behaved very well.  Ask your 

child to share some facts they 
learned with you.  We have also be-

gun our unit on Erosion.  Class-

rooms began learning about the dif-

ferent forms of weathering and ero-

sion and are now beginning some 

exciting hands on experiments us-

ing stream tables.  

Decimals and Fractions have been 

the focus of this math unit.  En-

courage your child to make connec-

tions to what they have learned in 

math to the real world.  For exam-

ple, we practiced keeping a bank 

balance.  Share with 

your children your banking and 
shopping experiences so they see 

that they will use this knowledge in 

their everyday lives.  Continue prac-

ticing multiplication facts for our 

upcoming unit.  Encourage your 

child to have a speedy and accurate 

knowledge of their facts.  Unit 5 will 

use the foundation of these fact 

families to layer on new concepts.  

We hope you all had a wonderful 

Thanksgiving holiday with your 

families.  Best wishes for a relaxing 

upcoming holiday season!  

Fourth Grade Newsletter  

Winter String Concert Grade 3ñ5 

Fifth Grade News Letter 
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December 2009 Calendar  

10th, Thursday  Report cards will go home today and tomorrow 

10th, Thursday  7:00pm High School Chorus Concert Room: Auditorium 

10th, Thursday  8:15 pm High School Jazz Concert Room: Auditorium  

13th, Sunday  2:00pm TUBA Christmas and Timberlane Community Band Holiday Concert,  Room:  

   Auditorium Free Admission 

14th, Monday  Sandown Central PTA Holiday Gift Shop for our students to do some holiday shopping.  

   Room: Gym 

14th, Monday 7:00pm  High School Band Concert.  Room: Auditorium 

15th, Tuesday  Sandown Central PTA Holiday Gift Shop for our students to do some holiday shopping.  

   Room: Gym 

15th Tuesday  7:00pm Vienna Boys Choir Concert Room:  Auditorium.  Tickets: $40, 435, $30 

16th, Wednesday 7:00pm  High School Orchestra Concert.  Room: Auditorium  

19th Saturday  2:00pm  and 7:00 pm High School Holiday Musical.  Room: Auditorium  Free Admis 

   sion 

21st, Monday  7:00pm Middle School Orchestra Concert 

24thñJan. 1st.  Holiday Vacation No School 

Children need a rigorous and bal-

anced mathematics curriculum.  

Such a curriculum:  

emphasizes conceptual un-

derstanding while building a 

mastery of basic skills.  
When children understand 

mathematics, rather than sim-

ply memorize facts or proce-

dures, they are able to use 

their knowledge flexibly and 

solve new unfamiliar prob-

lems.  

explores the full mathemat-

ics spectrum, not just basic 

arithmetic.  Children are in-

troduced to all the major 

mathematical content areas ñ

number sense, algebra, meas-

urement, geometry, data 

analysis, probability ñ

beginning in Kindergarten.  

The following is an excerpt from 

the Everyday Mathematics Home 
Connection Handbook.  It ad-

dresses the question of why and 

how Everyday Mathematics was 

developed.  

A Curriculum for the 21st Cen-
tury 

The goal of the University of Chi-

cago Mathematics Project is to sig-

nificantly improve the mathemat-

ics curriculum and instruction 

being offered to school children in 

the U.S. The Everyday Mathemat-

ics Curriculum was developed as 

part of this mission.  

Philosophy of Everyday Mathe-

matics. 

The philosophy of the program is 

based on extensive research about 
how children learn mathematics 

and how mathematics is taught.  

considers how children 

learn, what theyõre inter-

ested in, and the future for 

which they must be pre-

pared.  Consistent with the 
ways children actually learn 

mathematics, the program al-

lows for understanding to be 

built over time.  Children ac-

quire knowledge and skills 

through active involvement in 

meaningful, real world experi-

ences.   

Everyday Mathematics was devel-

oped through a process of writing, 

field testing, and revising one 

grade level at a time.  The result is 

a comprehensive curriculum that 

carefully builds upon and extends 

knowledge and skills from one 

year to the next.  

 

News from Everyday Mathematics 
Kathy Fowler 

Elementary Math Coach 


